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Full Colour Facsimile, Transcription and Study, 2 Vols., 

Bound, in case, $ 250,-- 
 
The chronicle is a copy of the now lost Vladimir chronicles, presenting the history of ancient 
Russia up to the year 1205-1206, written in Vladimir Zalessky in the time of Grand Prince 
Vsevolod Bol’s¬oe Gnezdo (1176-1212), probably by the confessor to his wife, Princess Maria, 
Bishop Serapion of Vladimir. There is evidence that the original, from which the Radziwill 
Chronicle was copied, was already profusely illustrated. 
 It differs from the other Russian chronicles, which continue the narrative beyond the 
year 1206, and there is reason to suppose that it reflects the state of the Central Russian 
Chronicle at a crucial moment in history, equivalent to that of the completion of the Russian 
Primary Chronicle (The Tale of the Bygone Years) in the 12th c. It begins as the Kiev Chron-
icle, and after the 12th c. focusses on Vladimir. 
 The manuscript was written in Central Russia, probably Beloozero, in the 15th c. In 
the 16th c., it was brought to Belorussia, and in the 17th. became an heirloom of the Lithu-
anian Princes of Radziwill. Prince Boguslav donated it to the Royal Library of Königsberg in 
1671. In 1679, on his Great Embassy to Western Europe, Peter the Great, went to see it and 
immediately recognized its significance. A copy was made for his library in 1713. In 1758, 
during the Seven Years War, the original manuscript was reclaimed by Russia and 1761 de-
posited in the Library of the Aca-demy of Sciences. The historian A.L. Schlözer instigated the 
publication of its text in 1768 and established its value as a source for the history of all Slavic 
peoples. 
 This chronicle with its 618 miniatures, is one of the treasures of world culture, 
included by the UNESCO in the 1994 list of the world's monuments. 
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